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Protecting Our Fishing Future

Facts for Students

About AFMA
What is the Australian Fisheries Management Authority?
The Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) is the Australian Government agency 
responsible for managing Australia’s Commonwealth fish resources.

What does AFMA do? 
AFMA has lots of responsibilities including:

 �  managing commercial (business) fisheries (a fishery 
is an area where fish or other seafood can be caught) 
that are between three nautical miles (5.5 km) and 200 
nautical miles (370 km) off the Australian coastline

 �  seafood processing licences for all Commonwealth 
fisheries and collecting licence fees

 �  looking after fish stocks and their habitats to make 
sure that Australian fishing is sustainable and we have 
enough fish stocks for future generations

 �  implementing measures such as setting quotas (number limits) for how many fish can be 
caught and describing the equipment which can be used to catch fish

 �  working hard to limit the environmental impacts of fishing, while still making sure that 
fishing businesses can be successful and provide seafood to consumers

 �  using scientific and economic information to make decisions about how best to manage 
fisheries sustainably

 detecting and investigating illegal fishing activity by domestic (Australian) and foreign  
(non-Australian) fishing boats in the Australian Fishing Zone.

Why is fisheries management important?
Fisheries management regulates fishing activity to make sure that Australia’s fisheries remain 
sustainable. This is important to ensure a continued food supply, but also to provide jobs and 
other economic benefits to many communities.

Managing fisheries is very different to managing other industries such as agriculture, forestry 
and mining because the marine environment is constantly changing: fish do not stay in 
the same place like cows, trees or minerals do and you cannot fence the ocean. Fisheries 
management is important to protect the constantly changing marine ecosystems that are the 
homes of these valuable creatures.
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Also, did you know that fish are a public resource? This means that they are used and valued in 
various ways by the Australian community. For example, some people catch fish for recreation, 
some people catch them to sell, and some people use marine resources for tourism such as 
diving, photography and enjoying the unique nature.

Sustainability and the environment
The Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) protects and manages our fisheries 
so that the Australian people can continue to have a safe, secure and sustainable source of 
healthy seafood and a profitable fishing industry that supports Australian communities.

AFMA is committed to the conservation of marine ecosystems and biodiversity by promoting 
the sustainable use of our fisheries resources.

How does AFMA make sure fish stocks are maintained?
One of AFMA’s most important jobs is to make sure 
that the number of fish is maintained and fisheries are 
sustainable. They do this by:

 �  working with scientists and the fishing industry to set 
catch quotas (number limits) that allow fish stocks to 
be maintained at healthy levels

 �  developing policies and practices that make sure the 
marine environment, including wildlife, is looked after

 �  seeking advice from conservation, commercial and 
recreational fishing and marine science experts 
to create plans and systems to protect the marine 
environment.

All of these actions help to ensure that Australia’s fisheries are well-managed. This means 
that consumers can be sure that the seafood they buy comes from a sustainable and 
environmentally friendly source.

Does Australia have healthy fish stocks?
Yes we do, because Australian fisheries are managed under strict rules. These rules reduce the 
environmental impacts of fishing and make sure that stocks will remain strong into the future.

Information collected by AFMA tells us that every year the number of fish stocks that are listed 
as ‘overfished’ or ‘subject to overfishing’ is decreasing. This is good news because it means 
that AFMA can increase the quota (number limits) in some fisheries, making more healthy, 
sustainable seafood available for Australians.
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How does AFMA help the marine environment?
AFMA’s environmental management approaches are among the best in the world. Two 
important environmental programs are the ‘Bycatch Program’ and the ‘Discard Program’. These 
help each fishery to develop a plan that focuses on reducing bycatch and caring for threatened, 
endangered and protected species.

Is there anything I can do to help?
You can support Australia’s sustainable seafood industry by buying Australian seafood at your 
local fish shop or supermarket.

If you would like to find out more about what AFMA is doing to protect Australia’s fishing future, 
check out their website www.afma.gov.au

http://www.afma.gov.au

