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Protecting Our Fishing Future

Protecting our dolphins and porpoises

Dolphins and porpoises, along with whales, 
belong to the group of marine mammals 
known as cetaceans. 

Are dolphins and porpoises protected?
Yes. There are 15 species of dolphin and one species of 
porpoise found within the Australian Fishing Zone and they 
are all protected.

Name of dolphin/porpoise Conservation status

Long-beaked common dolphin (Delphinus capensis) Protected

Common dolphin (Delphinus delphis) Protected

Risso’s dolphin (Grampus griseus) Protected

Fraser’s or Sarawak dolphin (Lagenodelphis hosei) Protected

Hourglass dolphin (Lagenorhynchus cruciger) Protected

Dusky dolphin (Lagenorhynchus obscurus) Protected

Southern right whale dolphin (Lissodelphis peronii) Protected

Irrawaddy dolphin (Orcaella brevirostris) Protected

Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin (Sousa chinensis) Protected

Spotted or Pantropical spotted dolphin (Stenella attenuate) Protected

Striped or Euphrosyne dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba) Protected

Long-snouted spinner dolphin (Stenella longirostris) Protected

Rough-toothed dolphin (Steno bredanensis) Protected
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Name of dolphin/porpoise Conservation status

Indian Ocean bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops aduncus) Protected

Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncates) Protected

Spectacled porpoise (Australophocoena dioptrica) Protected

What is threatening the dolphin and porpoise populations?
Threats to dolphin and porpoise populations include:

 �  Excessive hunting – at various times throughout history dolphins have been hunted for 
food, fish bait and sport. This caused a big decline in their population.

 �  Interactions with fishing operations – an ‘interaction’ is any physical contact a person, boat 
or fishing gear has with a protected species that causes the animal stress, injury or death. 
Dolphin and porpoise interactions do not happen very often and usually occur with boats 
using trawl or gillnet fishing methods.

 �  Ocean pollution – plastic waste that is discarded carelessly often ends up in our oceans. 
This waste can cause harm to dolphins and porpoises if it becomes caught on their fins or 
tails, or if they accidentally eat it.

What is the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 
doing to protect dolphins and porpoises?
AFMA is working hard to look after the dolphin and porpoise populations. 

 �  AFMA has set up the Marine Mammal Working Group. This group includes marine mammal 
experts, people from the government, researchers, members of conservation groups, 
fisheries and environmental experts and industry members. They all work together to come 
up with ideas that will help reduce marine mammal interaction, including the number of 
dolphins, porpoises and other cetaceans caught as bycatch (any marine species that are 
caught by accident during fishing operations).

 �  A voluntary code of conduct was created which asks fisheries operators to move at least 
ten kilometres away from an area where dolphins have been sighted before setting any 
fishing gear.

 �  AFMA closed a large area off the coast of South Australia to fishing operations in 2011, 
after many reports of interactions with dolphins. 
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Dolphin and porpoise facts

 �  Dolphins and porpoises live in a variety of marine 
habitats, from the open ocean to coastal waters. 

 �  Some species of dolphin or porpoise (those that live in 
open water) travel long distances during their lifetime, 
but others (those that live in coastal areas) do not travel 
very far.

 �  Dolphins are active predators and eat a variety of food 
including fish, squid and crustaceans. Sometimes they 
even work together in groups to hunt. They may also 
follow fishing boats and feed from the catch.

 �  Do you know the difference between a dolphin and a porpoise? It comes down to their 
face, fins and body. Dolphins have long ‘beaks’, curved dorsal fins and are usually leaner. 
Porpoises have smaller mouths, a more triangular-shaped dorsal fin and are rounder in 
shape. Dolphins also live much longer than porpoises – dolphins live for around 50 years, 
while porpoises only live for about 15 or 16 years. 

 Do you want to find out more about dolphins or porpoises? There is more information on the 
AFMA website www.afma.gov.au. Check it out!

http://www.afma.gov.au

