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Protecting Our Fishing Future

Marine fast facts

Here are some interesting facts about 
managing our marine environments.

 �  Management and sustainable use of Australia’s fisheries 
resources is the responsibility of the Australian Fisheries 
Management Authority (AFMA).

 �  There are many protected species in Australian marine 
environments, including whales, dolphins, seabirds, 
sea snakes, turtles, seals, sea lions and more. It is 
particularly important that these animals are looked after. 

 �  Do you like to eat seafood? Sustainable fishing is a way to make sure that we have lots 
of yummy seafood to eat now and for future generations. Did you know that there are 56 
types of fish that are fished sustainably?

 �  You might think that you can’t do anything to help keep our fishing industry sustainable, 
but you can: buy Australian seafood!

 �  Many interesting creatures live in, or travel through, Australia’s marine environments. Here 
are some facts about a few of them:

Seabirds
 �  Seabirds include any species of bird that spends a big part of its life looking for food or 

breeding in a marine environment. Some that you might know are penguins, albatrosses, 
gulls and sea eagles. 

 �  Seabirds usually hunt alone, but can sometimes be seen hunting in flocks if they find an 
area that has a large amount of food.

 �  Seabirds like to eat squid, fish and krill.

 �  Seabirds nest in colonies and babies are raised by the mother and father. A number of 
seabird breeding grounds are listed as protected.
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Dugongs

 �  Dugongs are marine-dwelling mammals. They come to the surface of the water to breathe, 
but never come on to land.

 �  Dugongs can grow up to three metres in length and weigh 400 kilograms. Now that is big!

 �  They have a good sense of hearing and are very aware of their surroundings. This means 
they are quick to move away from danger, and therefore are rarely caught.

 �  Dugongs are slow-moving animals and have few defences against predators, but their size 
causes most animals to stay away. They occasionally face threats from killer whales, large 
sharks and saltwater crocodiles.

 �  Most of the world’s dugongs are found in Australian waters. You can find them in the 
shallow, sheltered waters of the tropical and sub-tropical coast, particularly Shark Bay (WA) 
and Moreton Bay (QLD).

Syngnathids (seahorses, pipefish, sea dragons)
 �  Syngnathids are a group of animals characterised by their unique jaws (a tube-shaped 

snout with a tiny mouth at the end), stretched-out bodies and tiny fins. 

 �  Syngnathids are masters of disguise; they can change colour to blend in with their 
surroundings.

 �  Unfortunately for a marine creature, syngnathids are not very good swimmers. But don’t 
worry, they use their tails like an anchor to grasp things and hold themselves steady.

 �  Unusually, it is the male syngnathid who carries the eggs in a pouch beneath his tail, and it 
is also the male who cares for the babies after they are born.

Sea snakes
 �  Sea snakes are marine reptiles. They spend most of their time swimming and diving, but 

need to come to the surface to breathe. 

 �  Sea snakes are closely related to land-dwelling snakes, but they have adapted to living in 
the sea. They have developed a paddle-like tail, keel-shaped body and valved nostrils to 
keep water out while diving.

 �  Sea snakes have small fangs and are venomous. They are not very aggressive and can be 
quite inquisitive. 

 �  They eat mostly fish, but are also known to enjoy fish eggs.
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Sawfish

 �  Sawfish belong to a group of animals called chondrichthyans. This group also includes 
sharks and rays.

 �  Sawfish have an elongated (stretched out), flattened snout called a rostrum, which has 
‘teeth’ protruding from the sides. However, these ‘teeth’ are actually modified tooth-like 
structures called ‘denticles’ which make the rostrum look like a saw.

 �  Sawfish use their rostrum to stun slow-moving fish and as a digging tool to dig up buried 
crustaceans.

 �  Sawfish are known as a marine/estuarine species, which means that they can move 
between fresh water and salt water. In fact, they usually spend the first three to four years 
of their life in rivers before moving out into the big, deep ocean.

Are you interested in learning about sharks, whales, marine turtles, seals and sea lions or 
dolphins and porpoises? They each have their own fact sheet on the AFMA website  
(www.afma.gov.au). Check them out!

http://www.afma.gov.au

