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Protecting Our Fishing Future

Managing threatened, endangered or protected 
(TEP) species

What is a protected species?
There are many species of animals that are 
classified as protected. Commonwealth 
(Australian) fisheries are particularly 
concerned with whales, dolphins, seabirds, 
sea snakes, turtles, seals and sea lions, 
syngnathids (sea horses, sea dragons and 

pipefish), sawfishes (green and freshwater), crocodiles, 
dugongs and a small number of sharks (great white, grey 
nurse, whale). 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (EPBC Act) lists four different categories of 
protected species in Commonwealth areas. Any member of 
these four categories is a protected species.

The four categories are:

1.  Threatened species – this generally includes species with low population numbers and 
those that have lost some of their habitat or face other threats to their survival.  

2.  Migratory species – migratory species are animals that move between countries and across 
international boundaries. Whales are an example of a migratory species. These animals 
require special protection under the Convention on Migratory Species. Australia joined 
many other countries in signing this convention.   

3.  Marine species – species listed in this category are provided with general protection to 
make sure their population numbers do not decline. They cannot be killed, injured, traded, 
taken, kept or moved without a special permit.

4.  Cetaceans – all cetaceans (whales and dolphins) are included in this category.

You can find a full list of protected species on the Australian Government Department  
of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities website:  
www.environment.gov.au

How do fisheries operators know if a species is protected?
A waterproof copy of the protected species identification guide is given to all Commonwealth 
fisheries operators. It has pictures of all the protected species that fishers may meet during 
their normal fishing operations. It also has other important information about each species, 
including where it is likely to be found. 

http://www.environment.gov.au
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What should fishers do if they see a protected species?
The best thing to do is to try and avoid all contact with the 
animal, but accidents sometimes do happen. If a person, 
boat or fishing gear causes an animal stress, injury or death 
it must be reported to the Australian Fisheries Management 
Authority (AFMA). This includes collisions, hooking, netting, 
entangling, or trapping. 

What does AFMA do to look after 
protected species?
AFMA has lots of programs that help to reduce the effects 
of fishing on the environment and on TEP species. They use 
something called an ‘ecological risk assessment’ to develop 
priorities for species at high risk. TEP species are automatically included in the high priority list. 

AFMA also runs a bycatch and discard program which helps fisheries to minimise bycatch 
(animals that are caught, but are not what the fisheries wanted to catch) and implements 
changes to fishing gear, fishing practices and fishing areas to minimise interactions with TEP 
species.

If you would like to find out more about how AFMA is working to protect TEP species, check 
out their website www.afma.gov.au

http://www.afma.gov.au

