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Protecting Our Fishing Future

Protecting our whales

Whales, along with dolphins and porpoises, 
belong to the group of marine mammals 
known as cetaceans. 

Are whales protected?
Yes. Thirty species of whale are found in the Australian 
Fishing Zone and they are all protected.

Name of whale Conservation status

Minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) Protected

Antarctic minke whale (Balaenoptera bonaerensis) Protected

Sei whale (Balaenoptera borealis) Protected/vulnerable

Bryde’s whale (Balaenoptera edeni) Protected

Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) Protected/endangered

Fin whale (Balaenoptera physalus) Protected/vulnerable

Arnoux’s beaked whale (Berardius Arnuxii) Protected

Pygmy right whale (Caperea Marginata) Protected

Southern right whale (Eubalaena Australis) Protected/endangered

Pygmy killer whale (Feresa attenuate) Protected

Short-finned pilot whale (Globicephala macrorhynchus) Protected

Long-finned pilot whale (Globicephala melas) Protected
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Name of whale Conservation status

Southern bottlenose whale (Hyperoodon planifrons) Protected

Longman’s beaked whale (Indopacetus pacificus) Protected

Pygmy sperm whale (Kogia breviceps) Protected

Dwarf sperm whale (Kogia simus) Protected

Humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) Protected/vulnerable

Andrews’ beaked whale (Mesoplodon bowdoini) Protected

Blainville’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon densirostris) Protected

Ginko toothed/beaked whale (Mesoplodon gingkodens) Protected

Gray’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon grayi) Protected

Hector’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon hectori) Protected

Strap-toothed beaked whale (Mesoplodon layard) Protected

True’s beaked whale (Mesoplodon mirus) Protected

Killer whale (Orcinus orca) Protected

Melon-headed whale (Peponocephala electra) Protected

Sperm whale (Physeter catodon) Protected

False killer whale (Pseudorca crassidens) Protected

Tasman beaked whale (Tasmacetus shepherdi) Protected

Cuvier’s beaked whale (Ziphius cavirostris) Protected
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What is threatening the whale populations?
Threats to whale populations include:

 �  Whaling – during the late 1800s, many whale species were hunted until they were almost 
extinct. The introduction of harpoon guns, explosive harpoons and steam-driven whaling 
boats all contributed to the damage done by hunting. It was not until 1935 that the 
protection of whales began. The first species to be protected was the Southern right whale. 
In 1979, Australia adopted an anti-whaling policy.

 �  Attacks from other marine animals – some sharks and killer whales are known to attack 
whales, reducing their numbers.

 �  Fishing and tourism – human activities, such as fishing and tourism, can lead to destruction 
of whale habitats, or interruptions to whale breeding.

Commonwealth fisheries have little to no known interactions with whales.

What is the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) 
doing to protect whales?
Whales are protected and managed under various plans of action, including:

 � National Recovery Plan for the Humpback Whale

 � National Recovery Plan for Blue, Fin and Sei Whales

 � National Recovery Plan for the Southern Right Whale

 � Draft Conservation Management Plan for the Blue Whale

Whale facts
 �  Did you know that some whales have teeth, and are able to feed on fish, squid, and even 

other marine mammals? Other types of whales have ‘baleen’ (a type of bristly filter) that 
allows them to sieve small organisms from seawater. 

 �  Although many species of whale hunt in relatively shallow waters, they can dive up to three 
kilometres and remain underwater for over two hours.

 �  Most species of whale found in the Australian Fishing Zone spend the summer in cold 
Antarctic waters. In winter, when ice starts to form, they migrate north to temperate, 
subtropical and even tropical waters to breed.

Do you want to find out more about whales? There is more information on the AFMA website 
www.afma.gov.au. Check it out!

http://www.afma.gov.au

