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Lesson ideas
Below you will find a selection of financial literacy-themed, curriculum-linked lesson ideas and 
accompanying activity sheets written for primary and middle years students (years 5 to 7). 
These lesson ideas are a sample of the resource material available on the ‘Beyond Money’ 
website education.beyondbank.com.au

Broad learning outcomes
Using this curriculum material will assist students in achieving the following broad learning 
outcomes:
��  Students will learn basic money management skills.
��  Students will explore how money has evolved and developed over time.
��  Students will consider the concept of goal setting.

English 
��  Students to research to find an occupation for every letter of the alphabet (e.g. A is for 

Attorney, B is for Barber, C is for Chef, D is for Deckhand, E is for Economist, F is for 
Fumigator, etc.). Try and discover unique jobs to share with the class. Record your ideas on 
‘The ABC of employment’ activity sheet. 

��  Using the internet, students research one of the following successful Australians: 
•	 Ruslan Kogan (founder of Kogan Technologies) 
•	 Lindsay Fox (founder and chairman of Linfox) 
•	 Carolyn Creswell (founder of Carmen’s Muesli) 
Consider how he/she grew their business from the ground up. What goals do you think he/ 
she had? How did he/she stay on track to achieve them? 

��  Write a persuasive piece titled, ‘Why budgeting is important’. 
��  Students to find the definitions of the terms listed on the ‘Financial terms’ activity sheet. 

Mathematics
��  Provide students with an imagined scenario where they are given a large amount of money 

(e.g. $10 million). Have students explain (and budget) how they would spend their money. 
Alternatively, using the same scenario, provide students with a specific objective (e.g. ‘make 
everyone in my state/territory healthy/happy’) and have them explain (and budget) how they 
would achieve it using their money. 

��  For a week make a list of your family’s daily expenditures. Think about water/electricity bills, 
groceries, petrol, etc. Try and determine where money could be saved. 
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��  Through lucky-dip selection, students are to be assigned a pretend job and weekly income 
(e.g. Subway ‘Sandwich Artist’). Based on how much income students receive, they are to 
calculate how much they would need to save each week in order to be able to purchase a 
predetermined product (e.g. computer or a piece of sporting equipment). To increase the 
difficulty of this task, or make it a summative assessment, specific parameters could be 
included such as:
•	 giving students a set period of time (e.g. 6 months) 
•	 including other weekly expenses to consider (e.g. phone bills and lunch money) 
•	 including tax deductions. 

��  Research some different currencies around the world and complete the ‘Global currencies’ 
activity sheet. 

Humanities and Social Sciences
History
��  Discover more about early trade, and other examples of items used for trade. What was of 

highest value and why? Are those trade examples still valuable today? 
��  Investigate the history of currency in Australia. How has it changed and what are some key 

milestones?

Geography
��  Students to consider the effect globalisation has had on currency. For example, discuss the 

pros and cons of having one currency for the whole world.

Civics and Citizenship
��  Students to respond to the statement ‘Life in Australia without tax would be fairer. People 

should be allowed to choose how they spend all of their money’.

Economics and Business
��  Discuss in more depth the variety of payment methods available to consumers today (e.g. 

cash, credit card, online payments, direct debits etc.). How are they obtained/used? Where 
are they accepted? What are the risks associated with each? 

��  Discuss where money comes from. Is it a finite resource? What does this mean in practical 
terms? 

��  Students to make a list of their skills and positive attributes. Share this list with a partner and 
ask for their opinion about what occupation might suit them. 

��  Students to complete the ‘Budgeting KWL chart’ activity sheet. 
��  Students research to find out about the different types of financial institutions (e.g. mutual 

banks, banks, credit unions, payday lenders, mortgage companies etc.).
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The Arts
��  Students to investigate well-known logos and then create a new one for the ‘Beyond Money’  

program. 

Technologies
��  Students to research the technology used by banks to keep money secure (e.g. safes, vaults, 

PIN numbers, security cameras, etc.). How does this compare with ‘olden-day’ strategies?

Health & Physical Education
��  There are many goal setting approaches available (such as S.M.A.R.T.). Students to 

research some of these and select ones that they might feel comfortable using. 
��  Students to list some real-life financial goals for themselves. Where would they like to be 

financially in 10 years, 20 years? What would they like to be doing? What would they like to 
own?


